
aising the bar, academic success
and economic opportunity are
some of the latest buzzwords

around Hartford. With more than 70,000
jobs in the capital city, Mayor Eddie A.
Perez wants to make sure that neighbor-
hood children have meaningful ways of
accessing those jobs. The mayor recently
launched an aggressive initiative to ensure
Hartford children receive a quality edu-
cation that will help them earn a college
degree and drive their success.

In January 2004, Mayor Perez charged a
Blue Ribbon Commission on Higher

Education with an ambitious goal: “To
open the doors of economic opportunity
for Hartford residents by increasing the
number of Hartford youth obtaining
bachelor’s degrees by 25% over a five-

year period.”

A report published by the commission
outlined recommendations in three critical
areas for intervention:
■ Curriculum Ensure that all students
experience a college preparatory curricu-
lum that prepares them to succeed in
college preparatory courses during their
high school years. 
■ Experiential, Learning and
Advising Provide comprehensive college
counseling focusing on the expectations
that all students are going to college
through challenging experiences through-
out a student’s school career. 
■ College Admission and
Completion Provide the necessary 
support for Hartford school graduates to
complete a college degree and return to
Hartford for employment in their chosen
field and ensure that high school and
college expectation are entirely aligned. 

The commission also recommended 
that Connecticut private schools become 

involved in the initiative by providing
opportunities for Hartford students to
attend their schools. 

“For far too long minority students have
been held to standards that can only be

described as substandard. We are taking
an approach that will ensure Hartford
students have the opportunity to live,
work and play in the City of Hartford,”
said Mayor Perez.

Access the City of Hartford web site to
learn more about educational initiatives

by visiting hartford.com. ■
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Mayor Perez, Hartford Superintendent of Schools
Robert Henry, along with Council members and 
students at the Mary J. Hooker School in Hartford.


